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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

On motion without notice by Hon Kim Chance (Leader of the House), resolved - 

That the house at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 16 October 2007. 

Ordinary 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.06 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Auditor General’s “Fourth Public Sector Performance Report 2007” - Adjournment Debate 

HON PAUL LLEWELLYN (South West) [5.07 pm]:  This object in front of me arrived in my office some 
weeks ago.  To my surprise, I found that it was 10 inches by four inches.  It is not a document in this instance, 
but there is some writing upon it that says 10 inches by four.  I want to explain some of this.  It appears from the 
Auditor General’s “Fourth Public Sector Performance Report 2007” that the Auditor General undertook an 
inquiry into the system for tracking timber logged from south west forests.  Having received the report of the 
Auditor General, the purpose of this piece of wood became perfectly clear.  However, I also received a letter 
from a constituent who has become concerned not only that we are not tracking the timber in native forests, but 
also that we are losing it, and the timber, quite possibly, has been downgraded - a claim that has been supported, 
in fact, by the Auditor General’s report. 

Under the heading “Tracking Timber Logged From South-West Native Forests”, the Auditor General’s report 
states - 

The Forest Products Commission . . . is responsible for the harvesting and sale of this log timber. 
. . .  
The investigation looked at how FPC records and tracks south-west native forest log timber harvested 
by its contractors. 

This is an entity that sells logs on public property.  The report further states - 
The review arose out of a public complaint alleging that some customers were receiving log timber 
outside of the terms of their contracts and of failings in FPC’s system for recording deliveries. 

Under the “Key findings”, it states - 
The extent of theft of log timber is unknown.  Although FPC’s system for recording the delivery of log 
timber to customers conforms with the Forest Management Regulations 1993, it does not enable the 
tracking of individual harvested logs which would be required to determine theft.  Its system is based on 
truck loads of log timber delivered to customers as recorded on Delivery Notes.  FPC has assessed the 
likelihood of theft as moderate and considers that its system has efficiency benefits. 

Lumps of wood such as the one I have before me are going missing in the state forest and are being downgraded.  
As I understand from the next document from which I will quote, this particular log is a piece of third-grade 
timber that was an offcut.  I received a letter dated 20 August 2007 from Mr Rob H. J. Versluis of 7 Laconia 
Court, Riverton.  His letter reads - 

Dear Paul 

Re: Australian Craftwood & Timbers Pty Ltd West Palgarup mill, which is reported to 
have contracted the export of 3,000 jarrah sleepers China, (exported in containers). 

Further to our brief discussion on the 18th August 2007 on the above subject, I submit the following 
additional information and comment for your consideration. 

It came with the log I have with me.  The letter continues - 

Australian Craftwood supply contract no 2775 with the Forest Products Commission (FPC), is for 
15,000 tonnes/pa of Jarrah third grade sawlogs only. 

The issue was raised at the 8th August 2007 WAFA meeting with the Minister for forestry, the Hon Kim 
Chance who advised us he would follow it up and get back to us.  At that time we did not have a sample 
of the product to show him. 

Rob has kindly dropped off this log to my office.  This piece of wood is for the edification of the Minister for 
Forestry.  The letter continues - 
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The sample off-cut provided to you was supplied by a West Palgarup mill employee who uses it as 
firewood.  The quality of this timber suggests that the log grading process is corrupt or needs an urgent 
review. 

The Labor Government’s Old Growth Forests Policy, under the heading, “Better Government 
Management” states Labor will: 

“ensure that Westrail ceases the utilisation of native timber for new railway sleepers, and shifts to a 
total reliance on alternative materials such as concrete, steel and plantation timber” 

What is the relevance of this policy if jarrah railway sleepers are exported instead?  Yet at the same 
time there are widespread reports of timber mills and processors complaining about the shortage of 
quality native timber supplies. 

Rob wanted my comments and I told him that I would deliver this log to the Leader of the House.  A series of 
meetings have been held.  The Auditor General’s report pointed out that there was very little compliance for log 
tracking in the state’s forests and that only one full-time employee is allocated to that.  My correspondence of 
21 August states - 

3. FPC has employed a senior forester, Greg Lange, as a “log grade adjudicator” to audit 
activities including mill sites.  He operates out of FPC Harvey office. 

4. That during a recent visit to the Australian Craftwood West Palgarup mill a truckload of logs 
turned up, which (for unreported reasons), was turned around by Greg Lange. 

I imagine that that might account for the log I have here.  I seek leave of the house to gift this sleeper offcut to 
the Minister for Forestry. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  No leave is required.  If that is the member’s intention, it is 
his intention and he may do it of his own free will.  It is up to the minister whether he accepts the gift. 

Governor Stirling Senior High School - Adjournment Debate 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [5.14 pm]:  Last week I visited Governor Stirling Senior High 
School with Hon Donna Faragher and Stuart Henry at the invitation of the parents and citizens association.  The 
principal of the school gave us an extensive tour of the school, which is an absolute disgrace and should be 
napalmed.  I do not say that lightly; I am quite sincere.  I repeat: the school is an absolute disgrace.  It was 
always intended to relocate the school in an educational precinct at the Midland Workshops complex.  Those 
plans appear to have been abandoned.  There is nothing in the forward estimates to suggest that the situation is 
likely to change.  I challenge any member of the house to go to Governor Stirling Senior High School and ask 
themselves whether that is what our education system should look like.  I repeat - the school is an absolute 
disgrace.   

I will provide a brief précis of some of the issues.  The place is infested with white ants.  The ground floor is 
under a permanent replacement program.  The design and technology room looks like it came out of the ark.  All 
of the equipment is still in the imperial measurement code.  There are limited recreational facilities.  There is no 
full oval, only a condensed hockey oval that is adjacent to a staff car park.  Consequently, staff vehicles face the 
constant threat of being damaged by hockey balls and footballs.  The drum and piano rooms are small broom 
cupboards with no insulation.  The railing surrounding the three-storey school is allegedly below acceptable 
WorkSafe standards.  I can attest to that.  The drama staffroom is off the boys toilets and the IT technician’s 
staffroom is off the girls toilets.  The lockers are rusted and buckled and completely unusable, thus students are 
compelled to carry their bags with them to every class.  The ceilings along the corridors are held up by wooden 
rods to prevent concrete from falling.  The rods were put in place three years ago as a temporary measure, but 
they remain.  There are cracks all through the ceiling.  The performing arts centre is one small converted 
classroom with a costume room on the floor below.  Few rooms have curtains, which makes conditions in 
summer almost unbearable and the watching of DVDs extremely difficult.  There is inadequate wiring 
throughout the school to connect most rooms to the IT network.  Most rooms still have blackboards, as opposed 
to whiteboards, so they are still using chalk.  Some rooms have the luxury of Vulcan heaters, but most of them 
do not work and those that do work are so dated that spare parts are not available.  The brickwork in numerous 
parts is dilapidated and collapsing.  Furniture in the classroom is seriously outdated and beyond repair.  There 
are no interview rooms for essential student and parent consultation and interaction.  There is literally no storage 
space throughout the school.  There is no wheelchair access in the three-storey school.  There are no sinks in the 
science labs.  They have been covered up as a result of the infestation of white ants.  Similarly, Bunsen burners 
have been removed from the science labs because of the white ant infestation.  Students use portable burners, but 
I was told by two of the science teachers that they are between 30 and 40 years old and are so aged that the gas 
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cylinders are no longer available.  The staffrooms are pokey and dirty.  A public road dissects the staff car park, 
which also serves as a recreation area for the students because there is simply no area for the students to recreate.  
The full staffroom is two converted classrooms on the third floor, which makes it extremely difficult for visiting 
speakers and guests to access, particularly if they have equipment for a presentation etc.  The staffroom also 
doubles as a large meeting area for students because there is simply nowhere else in the school for students to 
meet.  The windows are absolutely filthy and, in many of the second and third-level classrooms, they are well 
above eye level.  Hon Norman Moore would remember the classrooms that were built in the 1950s and 1960s 
that have the windows right at the top.  
Hon Norman Moore:  I only just remember!   
Hon PETER COLLIER:  Cleaning the eastern side of the school is a joke!  The eastern side has asbestos slates.  
Some bright spark got a power hose to water the top windows and the windows fell in.  One of the rooms at the 
top was a staffroom, so all the teachers’ books and writing equipment were completely soaked.  Members have 
to see this school to believe it.  It is Monty Python-esque.   
To make matters worse, the school is currently three teachers short and, as of tomorrow, another science teacher 
will resign.  Why?  He will resign because although he was appointed as a home-economics teacher, he was told 
that he had to teach science.  He will resign tomorrow.  The school will start the term four teachers short.  
Hon Donna Faragher and I have received a number of letters and complaints from various parents who are 
concerned and disillusioned because they feel that they are not being listened to.  I will read part of one letter I 
have received.  It states -  

I accepted that the external appearance of the building was one of age and wear and wasn’t concerned, 
too much, about the impact that peeling paint and mould would have on the academic input to my child.  
What has since become apparent to me and is of great concern is the condition of the classrooms 
themselves, the lack of lockers where students can safely lock away items and the general learning 
environment provided inside the school building. 
Despite the efforts of great staff, the school has an air of neglect. 
Occupational Health and Safety issues among others are rows of rusted, broken and unusable lockers 
lining the verandahs, broken twisted and rusting fences and bicycle racks in the school grounds, worn 
carpets with great holes in them and very poor and insufficient toilet facilities. 
Lack of air-conditioning in crowded classrooms makes an uncomfortable learning environment. 
. . .  
Classrooms urgently need updating to at least provide the basics one would expect in government 
schools like more whiteboards, reasonable desks and chairs and blinds for the windows (so modern 
contraptions like Overhead Projectors can be used!). 
. . .  
The government needs to immediately address the sad state of disrepair and neglect of Governor 
Stirling SHS with funding support. 
The P&C Association does what it can but many of the items in our school that need urgent attention 
require greater funding input than the funds raised by the canteen can provide. 

“Govo” has about 1,000 students; it has an academically gifted and talented program, a special dance 
program (we won 3rd place in the state Rock Eisteddfod) among other achievements, a high proportion 
of indigenous students with a good track record for attendance and a great track record for high 
academic successes. 

Governor Stirling Senior High School has been neglected by the government and appears to be a school 
struggling. 

“Govo” has wide local support from parents/guardians, staff, ex-students and local business people, but 
we need government funding support to address current problems and for the future. 

I appeal to you for your support and action to aid us in our need. 
The school is an absolute disgrace.  There is no tinkering around the edges with this: $100 000 or $500 000 will 
not solve the problem, nor will a coat of paint.  The place needs to be demolished and a new school needs to be 
built for Governor Stirling Senior High School students.  I have a considerable degree of sympathy for teachers, 
parents and students of Governor Stirling Senior High School who must endure these disgraceful conditions.  
They are quite justifiably disillusioned with the situation, particularly in light of the fact that there appears to be 
little prospect of things improving in the near future.  Their cynicism has been compounded by the fact that the 
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Minister for Education and Training visited the school several months ago and nothing has come as a result of 
that visit.  That is why they contacted Hon Donna Faragher and me.  I have written to the minister on this issue, 
and I urge him and the government to act upon the appalling situation at Governor Stirling Senior High School 
as a matter of urgency.  The fact that the school excels in so many areas is testimony to the dedication of the 
teaching staff, parents and students of that school.  However, our education system is better than this.  Teachers, 
parents and students should not have to endure the conditions that exist at Governor Stirling Senior High School. 

China National Day Dinner - Adjournment Debate 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]:  I want to make a couple of brief comments about a 
function I attended this week.  I had great pleasure in attending an Australia China Business Council dinner in 
celebration of the People’s Republic of China for China’s national day.  A special guest was the Chinese Consul 
General, Mr Li Shugang.  As members would be aware, China’s national day this year is the fifty-fifth 
anniversary of the foundation of the modern People’s Republic of China.   

The dinner was attended by approximately 300 people who represented all sectors of Western Australian society 
and various groups.  There were public servants and people from private business, including lawyers and 
accountants.  There were university students.  Western Australia has a large contingent of Chinese university 
students, particularly in the veterinary science and engineering faculties at Murdoch University.  It was a little 
disappointing that I was the only member of Parliament who was there, given the importance that China has for 
the Western Australian economy and particularly following the visit of the President of China, Mr Hu Jintao, to 
this state prior to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in Sydney. 

The People’s Republic of China is now Western Australia’s biggest market and biggest trading partner.  In 
2006-07 exports from Western Australia to China were worth $13.8 billion, which was up $10 billion from 
2002-03.  Western Australia trades with China not merely in natural resources but also in technology, 
knowledge-based industry, education and tourism, training, agricultural business and building and construction.  
The balance of trade is hugely in the state’s favour, because imports from China are $1.4 billion against the 
$13.8 billion in exports.   

This year is also the twentieth anniversary of Perth’s sister state relationship with Zhejiang province in China.  
That relationship provides this state with a great portal into the Chinese economy providing quite favoured status 
for our business people, government, trade and tourism contacts.  It was an extremely pleasant evening and 
provided me with a terrific opportunity to talk to a wide range of people.  I congratulate the organisers for 
providing a group of people who are interested in the China-Western Australian relationship to get together and 
have a great time.  The food was fabulous.   

Hon Peter Collier:  And the wine?   

Hon SHEILA MILLS:  The wine was good too and everybody had a great time. 

Governor Stirling Senior High School - Adjournment Debate 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.25 pm]:  I rise to speak to the current state of disrepair of 
Governor Stirling Senior High School, a school within my electorate.  It already has been mentioned by 
Hon Peter Collier.  Last week, at the invitation of the school and the P&C, I, along with Hon Peter Collier and 
the federal member for Hasluck, Mr Stuart Henry, undertook a very detailed site visit with the principal, 
representatives of the P&C and concerned parents.  This visit, together with the urging of parents, teachers and 
the local chamber, has caused me to rise on their behalf and raise their concerns directly in Parliament tonight.   

To say that we were shocked by some of the things we saw is an understatement.  Put simply, the school is in an 
appalling state and I commend both the teachers and students for what they continue to achieve despite the litany 
of problems that are clearly evident.  Instead of me outlining the three pages of notes that I took during the visit, 
I will refer to one of the many letters that I have received on this issue from concerned parents.  The letter reads 
in part - 

The facility of Governor Stirling is an embarrassment.  It is like an inner-city New York high school of 
the 1960’s.  The paint is peeling, the toilets are filthy, graffiti-covered, and without soap . . . There is 
only one water fountain working for the entire school, and it is rusted and dirty.  The lockers are 
broken, bent and unserviceable.  There are no window coverings so projectors cannot be used to teach.  
Desks and chairs are broken.  There are few white boards.  Science classrooms have leaking sinks 
which have rotted out the cabinets, and have been fixed simply by covering them over with planks.  Art 
supplies, including odorous paints are stored in unventilated classrooms.  Toilet store rooms are being 
used as offices.  There is no air conditioning, even though the Eastern suburbs are the hottest in the city.  
The heaters are the original 1950’s wall-mounted units and most don’t work. 
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The third floor veranda rail is loose and below the Australian Standard minimum safety height.  
Chicken-wire and improvised brace-poles hold up ceilings.  The school auditorium is a dark gym with 
no seating.  You’d think this was in a third-world country, not in a wealthy state experiencing an 
economic boom.  We’re not asking for luxury, just a tidy facility that encourages our children to learn.  
How can students strive for excellence when they are in a run-down, overcrowded, obsolete facility?  
The simple reality is this school is a health hazard and doesn’t meet minimum standards.  Millions have 
been spent on leafy-suburb schools like Perth Modern, while nothing is being spent on this working 
class neighborhood school. 

What a very bleak picture.  The students and teachers of this school deserve much better facilities than this.  I 
acknowledge, and I have acknowledged in this place before, that it is difficult for any government at any one 
point in time to fix every maintenance problem within this state.  However, I find it incredibly disappointing 
when the Minister for Education and Training goes on his predictable, political and point-scoring exercise on 
matters such as this.  What makes me angry in this particular instance is the apparent disregard by the minister to 
the quite legitimate concerns of parents and the wider community to this school.   

The fact is a belief has been created that the school was to be relocated.  This belief arose from the draft local 
area education plan.  Unfortunately, while this plan was completed in late 2004, nothing has eventuated; 
therefore, the school has been left in limbo.  A couple of weeks ago I asked a series of questions on behalf of the 
community to the minister representing the Minister for Education and Training.  The questions were legitimate 
and harmless; ones that the community and parents quite simply want answers to, answers that they have not 
been able to get.  My question was as follows -  

I refer to Governor Stirling Senior High School, and ask -  

(1) Is the minister aware of continuing parent and community concerns about the condition of this 
school; and, if yes, what is the minister’s response to those concerns?  

(2) Why has the government not made a decision in respect of the future redevelopment of this 
school?  

(3) When will the government make a decision with respect to this school’s future?  

The minister responded to that question by giving a highly provocative and political response to a very important 
local issue.  The minister said -  

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1)-(3) The Minister for Education and Training has visited Governor Stirling Senior High School at 
the invitation of the Labor candidate for Hasluck, Sharryn Jackson, to view the condition of the 
school.  The Carpenter government is continuing to address the abject neglect of government 
schools under the previous Liberal-National government, with a record $1 billion investment 
in maintenance and capital works during this term of office.  In fact, spending on capital works 
in 2007-08, excluding commonwealth grants, is more than 83 per cent higher than in 2000-01 
under the former Liberal-National government.  The government is continuing to assess the 
needs of all schools, including Governor Stirling Senior High School, in determining future 
capital works investment.  The government could do more were it not for the pitiful 
contribution of the commonwealth government in this area.  In 2007-08, the commonwealth 
provided a meagre 15c in every dollar of capital expenditure on Western Australian 
government schools.  Members opposite should hang their heads in shame. 

That is an appalling response.   
Hon Norman Moore:  If the minister does not want to run the state government education system, he should 
resign tomorrow. 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER:  Exactly.  Schools are a state, not a commonwealth, responsibility.  It was 
completely unnecessary for the minister to respond in that way.  It does him no service, and it does the 
government no service.  We can have political arguments in this place.  We can say who is right and who is 
wrong.  However, that does not help one iota with respect to this school.  The minister did not even respond to 
the question that I put.  That demonstrates the minister’s complete disregard for the legitimate and very real 
concerns of the community, the parents and teachers, and the Swan Chamber of Commerce.  I find that highly 
regrettable.  I can tell the minister that those in the community who have seen the minister’s response also find 
that highly regrettable.  I conclude by stating, once again, that this school is in a terrible state.  I ask, very 
sincerely, that the minister make a decision on this school’s future.  If it is not the intention of the government to 
relocate this school, then please at least fix the problems at this school, which are so clearly evident, as a matter 
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of urgency.  The government is on its way towards a record $2.3 billion surplus.  The parents and students at this 
school would just like a bit of that money used to help rebuild their school. 

Indigenous Children - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.32 pm]:  I rise to raise a serious matter that has been 
ongoing in Western Australia; that is, the plight of Indigenous children in Western Australia, and the cynicism 
with which the Carpenter government is dealing with this matter.  I refer in particular to an article in this 
morning’s The West Australian headed, “Indigenous leader pleads for Federal intervention in WA”.  The 
Indigenous leader referred to in that article is Lionel Quartermaine, who was at one time the acting chairman of 
the former Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission.  He has, in desperation, after failing to get the 
attention of Mr Carpenter and Mr McGinty, written a letter to the Prime Minister.  I have in my possession a 
copy of that letter, which was written to the Prime Minister yesterday.  Today’s paper reports some of the issues 
that were raised in that letter.  Mr Quartermaine states in that letter that “the alleged sexual abuse, domestic 
violence, attacks on police and rampant alcohol abuse being highlighted in Oombulgurri near Wyndham, is 
occurring in many of the State’s remote communities”, and he calls upon the federal government to intervene.  
He states also that “WA Racing and Gaming Minister Ljiljanna Ravlich is doing nothing about the major 
ruination of indigenous communities”, because she is not stopping alcohol from coming into those communities.   

He states also that “Premier Alan Carpenter is allowing the most vulnerable of Australians to suffer.  Babies and 
children are being attacked as you read this letter.”  I am holding that letter in my hand.  Lionel Quartermaine 
and a colleague, Percy Johnson, who is a football legend, have both spoken out about child abuse in Western 
Australia.  They have been dealt with in a manner that I think this government should be ashamed of.  They are 
two men who have knowledge of what is happening and they are being dealt with in the Parliament of Western 
Australia as though they are liars, as though they have not made any contact with the government, as though 
what they are saying is not true and as though the government is doing everything that it can.  There has been an 
ongoing saga about their attempts to speak to Mr McGinty and Mr Carpenter.  I have a printout of the phone 
calls that were made to McGinty’s office by Mr Quartermaine on 8 December 2004.  It contains five records of 
telephone calls.  Mr Quartermaine and Mr Johnson maintain also that faxes were sent.  Mr McGinty and 
Mr Carpenter have continually denied that and have criticised Mr Johnson and Mr Quartermaine in Parliament.  I 
stand today to defend those two people.  In desperation, Mr Quartermaine has pleaded to the Prime Minister to 
intervene.  
The second issue I want to raise is the cynical response reported in The West Australian this morning when the 
Premier was asked to respond to Mr Quartermaine’s allegations about inaction by the state government.  The 
Premier defended his government’s handling of Indigenous problems by saying the following - 

There hasn’t been a government in the history of the State that has taken more steps to deal with issues 
of indigenous alienation, indigenous health problems, indigenous social problems, indigenous domestic 
violence (and) child abuse problems.  And no-one refutes that.  

I beg your pardon, Mr Carpenter, Premier of this state, I dare to refute that, and many others in this community 
would do so too.  A classic example of his cynicism was handed to me today in response to another question that 
I asked of the government about when a children’s commissioner for this state will be appointed to defend the 
children of the state, to speak out, to scrutinise government agencies and to make sure that the people of Western 
Australia understand whether and when actions are being taken by the relevant agencies.  The Attorney General 
has carriage of the commissioner for children legislation; it comes within his responsibility.  However, the 
question I asked today was directed to the Premier and, rightly I guess, the government has responded.  I will 
give a little potted history on the appointment of the children’s commissioner in case people have forgotten.  In 
November 2005, we passed legislation in this Parliament to establish the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People in Western Australia.  More than a year has passed now without the appointment of a commissioner, 
despite the government’s promise.  I understand that four people have been interviewed and a recommendation 
has been made, but the government has rejected it.  That is the government’s right, but it will not agree that it has 
rejected the first choice.  It is legitimate for the government to carry out that process.  In the meantime, children 
are being abused and the people of Western Australia are waiting for a children’s advocate with very strong 
powers to be appointed.  The delay is a great disappointment and a grave miscarriage of justice to the children of 
Western Australia by this arrogant government, the Premier and Mr McGinty.   

Hon Kim Chance:  How is it arrogant to try to find the right person for the job?   

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I did not say that that was arrogant.  If the Leader of the House had been listening, 
he may have heard that I said that it was the government’s right to conduct the process it is conducting.  The 
government has been looking for a commissioner for almost a year and I ask: why do we not have one? 

Hon Kim Chance:  Because we haven’t found the right person, obviously. 
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Hon Norman Moore:  Probably waiting for Sharryn Jackson to lose the election! 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Obviously the people who applied weren’t very good. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I refute in the chamber today the comment by Mr Carpenter in today’s The West 
Australian that this government has taken more steps to turn around the abuse of Aboriginal children when it has 
yet to appoint a children’s commissioner.  Western Australia is the only state that has not introduced mandatory 
reporting of child abuse.  When I have longer to speak, I will refer to the very thick document, which has been 
produced in this state by Western Australia’s internationally recognised Research Institute for Child Health, on 
Indigenous children’s health and building social competencies in Indigenous communities.  A number of 
recommendations in the fourth chapter of that document is a blueprint for this government to follow.  If the 
Premier did some homework and looked at those recommendations that were launched some months ago now - I 
cannot remember the exact date - he would see that it is a blueprint for action to turn around some of the issues 
that lead to the abuse of young Aboriginal children in this state.  If the government were prepared to put some of 
the money it has into the intervention programs suggested in that document, perhaps there would be a turnaround 
in the sexual abuse, physical abuse and gross neglect of little babies and children in this state.  I say again to 
Mr Carpenter that he cannot say that his government has a history in this state of taking front-line action in 
Indigenous communities. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It absolutely has, and the record shows it clearly. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The government’s record does not show that.  The record of high levels of abuse 
that the police force is now finding is an absolute disgrace.  Government members in this state should hang their 
heads in shame. 

Lisa Bellano-Nick Parrella - Marriage - Adjournment Debate 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Before I put the question that the house do now adjourn, I 
advise members that Lisa Bellano, our Parliamentary Officer in the Legislative Council, is to be married to 
Mr Nick Parrella on Saturday, 6 October 2007 and I understand will be honeymooning overseas.  The reason I 
raise that is that Lisa will not have returned from her honeymoon by the time we reconvene on Tuesday, 
16 October, and I wanted to take this opportunity on behalf of all members and staff of the Legislative Council to 
wish you well, Lisa, on your wedding day with Nick, and indeed to wish you a very long and happy marriage.  
Congratulations and all the best. 

[Applause.] 

House adjourned at 5.42 pm 

__________ 
 
 


